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Education and Ethnic Minorities in Denmark  
(PhD project)  
Bjørg Colding, AMID/Institute of Local 
Government Studies - Denmark (AKF). 
Project period: April 1, 2002-March 31, 2004 
 
On October 21, 2004 Bjørg Colding defended her PhD 
dissertation at Aalborg University. The dissertation is 
about the education of ethnic minorities in Denmark 
and is based on the following three articles:  
- Dymanics of Educational Progression: Comparing 

native Danes and Children of Immigrants 
- A Dynamic Analysis of the Effect of Family 

Background and Neighborghood Characteristics 
on Educational Careers of children of Immigrants 
and Native Danes. 

- Effects of the Sex Composition of Older Siblings 
and Parental Bargaining Power on the Decision to 
start an Upper Secondary Education among Ethnic 
Minorities in Denmark. 

 
By Bjørg Colding 
The objective of this dissertation is to investigate 
educational behavior of ethnic minorities in Denmark. 
The focus of the analyses undertaken in the three 
papers included in the dissertation is, first, to what 
extent differences in educational choices, and 
consequently in educational attainment, among ethnic 
minorities and native Danes can be explained by 
differences in parental, family and ethnic background 
and, second, how education resources are allocated 
among children within ethnic minority families.  

In sum, the dissertation contributes to the Danish 
education literature both at the applied empirical level 
and at the methodological level. The policy 
implications of the improved understanding of 
educational choices of ethnic minority children in 
Denmark and the allocation of resources within 
families are also discussed below. 
 
Findings & Policy Implications 
Two important barriers to educational progression of 
ethnic minority youth are identified in the dissertation. 
Very high dropout rates from vocational upper 
secondary educations are a concern for all ethnic 
minority groups, and low transition rates from grade 
school to the upper secondary level and high drop out 
rates from academic upper secondary educations are 
additional concerns for the Turks. Work experience of 
the father significantly reduces the probability of 
dropping out of vocational upper secondary educations 
suggesting that better labor-market integration of the 
father in addition to the obvious short-term benefits on 
public finances also has important intergenerational 
long-term benefits. However, the analyses also showed 
that the aggregate effect of family background and 
neighborhood characteristics is small and insignificant 
and that even with background characteristics equal to 
an average native Dane the dropout rates of ethnic 
minorities remain much higher than the dropout rate of 
native Danes. Factors other than weak background 
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AMID Newsletter is published at regular intervals by the Academy for Migration Studies in Denmark (AMID).
 
The aim of the newsletter is to serve as a complementary information channel to the Academy's website. We invite 
everyone at AMID and other institutions and organizations that deal with migration issues to contribute with 
information to be published in this newsletter. 
 
Please send contributions via email to Julie Larsen: julie@ihis.aau.dk 
 
The Academy for Migration Studies in Denmark (AMID) is funded by the Danish Research Councils for the 
Humanities and Social Sciences. AMID is a consortium consisting of researchers at research centers representing 
three institutions of higher education and two research institutes. The Director for the Academy is Professor, Dr. 
Ulf Hedetoft. 
 
To be included in our mailing lists please send us your name, affiliation and email address. 
 

* * * 
AMID 
Aalborg University 
Fibigerstraede 2 
DK-9220 Aalborg East 
Denmark 
Phone: + 45 9635 7195 
Fax: + 45 9815 1126 
E-mail: julie@ihis.aau.dk 
Website: http://www.amid.dk/ 
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