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Why are some regional development strategies adopted and others rejected? Only limited systematic attention has

been paid to the politics of regional policy, including the role of institutions, discourse, and political debate in

shaping this major area of public policy. The book develops an institutionalist approach to the study of regional

policy, capable of spanning major European development paradigms and accounting for the dynamic relationship

between organisations, policies and political discourse. 

This conceptual framework is then applied to the Scottish Development Agency, a development body famed

across Europe for its innovative policies but surrounded by political controversy in Scotland. A detailed study of

corporate strategies, policy implementation, and the wider British environment questions existing interpretations

of the organisation which tend to vilify anti-interventionist Thatcherites or glorify shrewd development

professionals. 

Instead the author proposes an alternative synthesis which highlights the interplay between institutions, discourse

and regional development in the politics of regional policy.

Contents: The politics of regional policy - Institutionalism and public policy - Thatcherism between political

discourse and policy implementation - Ideology and territorial politics in Scotland - Indigenous growth versus

inward investment in regional development strategy.

The Author: Henrik Halkier is Professor of Regional and Tourism Studies at Aalborg University, Denmark. He

has written about regional policy in Denmark and Britain from a comparative perspective while covering

European, national and regional initiatives. Current research interests also include regional innovation strategies,

tourism policy and place branding.

Our prices are recommended sales prices and do not include postage and handling. Prices are subject to change without notice. We allow a 5% discount for
library orders.
* includes VAT (only valid for Germany and Austria) ** does not include VAT

Peter Lang AG • International Academic Publishers
Moosstrasse 1 • P.O.Box 350
CH-2542 Pieterlen / Switzerland

Tel. ++41 (0)32 376 17 17 • Fax ++41 (0)32 376 17 27
e-mail: info@peterlang.com
Website: www.peterlang.com

http://www.peterlang.com/Index.cfm?vID=21275
http://www.peterlang.com/Index.cfm?vID=21275

